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example, between Germany and the Allies; and between Japan
and America. The Soviet Government must "make use" of these
internal struggles within the capitalist camp. This concept was
the leading, even the favorite, idea of Lenin and his party; it has
remained the guiding idea in Soviet foreign policy up to the present
time.

In the Far East the outstanding fact was the military weakness
of .the Soviet Government. A fight against the invaders was out of
the question for the newly created Red Army5 and actually there
were no battles with foreign troops during the Allied occupation.
A hard war was being fought between Russian armies of different
Russian governments, all of these armies being unstable, undisci-
plined, and poorly equipped. The Soviet Government was aware
that it could not wage a war against Japan. Lenin, with complete
frankness, stated more than once: "We cannot wage a war against
Japan and must do everything in our power to avoid it, for such a
war is beyond our strength." 3 Other political expedients were
therefore necessary.

Our policy [Lenin stated] is to make use of the divergencies between
different imperialist powers in order to make an agreement between
them difficult, or, at least, to make it temporarily impossible. This has
been the main line of our policy during the last three years.

So long as we have not succeeded in conquering the whole world
[Lenin said in another speech in 1920] so long as we remain weaker
then the capitalist world in economic and military aspects, we must ad-
here to the following rule: to make use of divergencies and contradic-
tions among the imperialists . . . We would be even safer if the
imperialist powers were to start a war among themselves . . , The
capitalist thieves sharpen their knives for use against us; it is our duty to
see that their knives are directed against one another.

These ideas, applied to the Far East, led Lenin to expect a military
conflict between the United States and Japan.

America and Japan [Lenin said] are on the eve of a war and there is no
jx>ssibility of preventing this war, in which there will again be 10 mil-
lion killed and 20 million mutilated. [America and Japan] are going to
spring at one another because Japan has quietly worked during the im-
periaBst war and taken almost the whole of China, whose population is
j. December 24, 1920.